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deception of Leontes and imprisonment of Hermione is
preposterous, as also for that matter was Thaisa's segregation
in a temple for a long period when she could very well have
sought out Pericles; Marina also might have done so. But in
this, as in other respects, what Shakespeare was anxious to
convey he attempted to convey at the expense of his art, about
which he seems in these plays to have cared little. And the
coming to life of the 'dead5 obsessed his imagination to the
point of making his work silly to a degree it never had before
been. And the effect of his repetition of it was enormously
to weaken the power of his symbol. Unless we believe that in
writing these last plays Shakespeare was merely making pretty
stories, we must believe that these 'resurrections' were the
vehicle of a momentous significance in his mind. Yet, at the
same time, by his frequent and artistically irrelevant repetition
of them, he makes them trivial.
This primary myth fails him as he uses it, and for the good
reason that it was, by virtue of the limitations he set on his
expression of what was in his mind, inadequate to his purpose.
In Pericles he literally resurrects Thaisa; but he resurrects her
into the incredible stupidity of not attempting to find Pericles.
Had she sought and found Pericles iiis plot would have been
ruined, for she would have also sought Marina who would
then never have been lost. Having been saved from tempest
and transfigured by death, she at once becomes a more than
usually silly mortal and is stored away in a temple. Imogen
is restored from 'death9 to behave with an almost equal foolish-
ness. Such situations, which he was under necessity to create,
cut across the expression of his momentous purpose in these
plays. And if we ask why he was under such necessity, the
answer is because, although concerned primarily to convey
his sense of the more than human, he struggled, as hard as he
could, to do so without resorting, as Wordsworth and Keats in
differing degrees did, to a mythology which frankly involves
religious belief and language. He was right in refusing to do so.
Yet by not doing so, he set himself the impossible task of